MEH OF POWER
and to turn his tnind outward from brooding upon
what seemed the hopeless drudgery of his days.
Choosing His Profession.    Naturally he turned it
upon the profession he would prefer to follow.   He
noted that there was a plethora of teachers pouring
from the colleges, but a dearth of good ministers.
Christianity in the neighborhood of Boston seemed to
have come to a crisis.   The young preachers "imagine
that they have rescued and purified the Christian creed;
the old that the boundless liberality of the day has
swept away the essence with the corruptions of the
Gospel, and has arrived at too sceptical refinements.5*
He grew impatient and disgusted at the preaching he
heard.   He began to feel that he had been too hasty ia
turning away from the ministry.   Perhaps he has some-
thing to contribute in this crisis.   He took inventory
of his ability and his convictions.   He had imagination;
and ifthe highest species of reasoning upon divine sub-
jects is rather the fruit of a sort of moral imagination,
than of the reasoning machines/5   He had a disciplined
mind and a keen relish for the beauties of poetry.   He
had a heritage from seven generations of ministers
that no other young man in America could claim.   He
knew what good they had done, what courage and
strength of spirit they had brought to the early settlers
and pioneers.  Would he be content to do less, to let the
tradition die out?
On the r,+her hand, he appraised Ms abilities below
his ambitions.   His reasoning faculty he thought upro-
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